Napoleon's First Overthrow     245

In spite of the fact that, two days later, Na-
poleon took revenge by falling on St. Priest at
Rheims and inflicting heavy losses, the battle of
Laon was really a turning point in his fortunes.
His operations in Spain and in Southern Prance
were proving unsuccessful; and his own brother
Joseph Bonaparte, the ex-King of Spain, urged
him to make peace with the allies: "Good or bad
we must have peace; in the present state of affairs
any peace would be of advantage/'

The most important effect of Laon was that the
news of the victory gained by Blucher galvanised
the main army, which had remained inert since the
battle of Bar-sur-Aube, into new life and activity.
Shortly before, in his usual state of trepidation,
Schwarzenberg had written:

I have no news and I confess that I tremble. If
Blucher suffers a defeat how can I myself give battle?
For if I am conquered what a triumph for Napoleon!
And what a humiliation for the sovereigns to recross
the Rhine at the head of a beaten army!

Almost immediately after the reception of the
news of Blucher's victory Schwarzenberg began to
assume a menacing attitude towards Macdonald
who wrote to the French Minister of War: "My
left is outflanked and I am forced to evacuate
Provins in order to cover Nangis. I shall defend
the ground every inch of the way but am in urgent
need of assistance/' The news that Napoleon